Key Vocabulary

collection
collector
embroidered

flourish
royalty

symbols
wealth

“In West Africa, people once used gold dust as a
form of money,” June told the class. “Lots of pure
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gold dust added up to great

. Traders
used scales and small weights to weigh the dust. The
weights came in different shapes and designs. Some
had

of the sun or stars or animals on

them.”
June held up a cloth bag with her name
in purple thread. “This is my
of weights,” she said. Then she emptied
to show off the pieces.
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“This one has the shape of a chair,” said the
young

. “It stands for the golden chair of
the Ashanti king. Only a person of
was
allowed to sit in the chair,” June explained.
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