Writing Skill Improving Your Writing

INCREDIBLE STORIES The Garden of Abdul Gasazi

ANNOTATED
VERSION

Capitalization and Punctuation
with Quotations
• Begin a new line of dialogue each time the speaker
changes.
• Place quotation marks before and after the speaker’s
words.
• Begin each line of dialogue with a capital letter.
• Place end punctuation before the final quotation marks.
• Use a comma to set off a direct quotation in dialogue
from the rest of the sentence.
Gasazi asked Alan, “Do you know what I do to dogs I find
in my garden?”
“What?” whispered Alan.
“I turn them into ducks,” bellowed Gasazi. “See, there’s
your dog, Fritz!”

Miss Hester, I’m very sorry but Mr. Gasazi turned Fritz
into a duck, Alan cried out.
“I think you are mistaken” said Miss Hester calmly. “see
for yourself. Here’s Fritz, all safe and sound.”
how can that be? puzzled Alan aloud. “Mr. Gasazi told
me he did it. And, I picked up Fritz—I mean, the duck—
myself.
I’m afraid Mr. Gasazi played a trick on you said Miss
Hester. You see, Alan, Mr. Gasazi is a magician.
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Use capital letters, quotation marks, commas, and sentence
end punctuation correctly. Write each corrected sentence.
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